
This map was complied via memo between FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover and recently appointed 
Attorney General for President Truman, John Clark.  It is a summary report of FBI Field Offices 
apprehension of ‘enemy aliens’ the count does not include those persons apprehended or 
detained by any other law enforcement agency such as the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service.  Moreover, this report is limited in time from December 7, 1941, through June 30, 1945.  
It also counts those merchant mariners detained separately from their respective field office 
counts, so although for example the FBI may have apprehended an individual in New York after 
the declaration of war because he was serving aboard an Italian Merchantman, he was not 
counted in the total apprehensions for the field office, but rather on a separate tally for those 
seamen apprehended. 

 

Finally, this is by necessity an undercount of all enemy aliens apprehended by the US 
government as it does not count the much more numerous arrests by the INS.  It is also likely an 
undercount as this is a summary document for an incoming Attorney General and not a through 
historical counting of all enemy aliens detained by the FBI. 

 

In creating this map NJAHS chose to consolidate field office by states.  The FBI does not have 
field offices in every state and some states have more than one field office.  The density of field 
offices matches roughly the density of people, and while New York state had four field offices, 
Idaho had none, and a person arrested by the FBI in Boise, Idaho would have been tallied in the 
Salt Lake field office’s count and if he had been in Moscow, Idaho he might have been arrested 
by either the Salt Lake field office or the Seattle field office. 

 

This data was compiled by Lilith Benjamin, MMSt for the National Japanese American 
Historical Society and was fact-checked by Mia Nikaidoh at the National Japanese American 
Historical Society.  

 

 



FBI Field Office Germans Japanese Italian Romanians Bulgarians Hungarians Total State
Jackson 7 1 8 16  Mississippi 
Sioux Falls 12 1 13  North Dakota 
Providence 9 1 2 12  Rhode Island 
Birmingham 54 3 22 79 Alabama
Louisville 18 1 19 Alabama
Anchorage 2 7 9 Alaska
Phoenix 41 74 31 146 Arizona
Little Rock 6 1 2 9 Arkansas
Los Angeles 201 2041 142 2384 California
San Diego 37 272 6 315 California
San Francisco 334 667 458 1459 California
Denver 13 18 2 33 Colorado
New Haven 92 36 30 158 Connecticut
Miami 158 29 212 399 Florida
Atlanta 42 3 32 1 78 Georgia
Savannah 64 6 33 103 Georgia
Honolulu 117 1441 17 1575 Hawai'i
Chicago 307 18 6 331 Illinois
Springfield 11 2 4 17 Illinois
Indianapolis 32 5 1 38 Indiana
Des Moines 20 1 1 22 Iowa
New Orleans 46 9 233 288 Louisiana
Baltimore 56 1 43 1 101 Maryland
Boston 58 11 25 94 Massachusetts
Detroit 88 7 2 1 98 Michigan
Grand Rapids 15 15 Michigan
Saint Paul 27 2 1 30 Minnesota
Kansas City 36 7 7 50 Missouri
St. Louis 50 1 10 61 Missouri
Butte 26 20 12 58 Montana
Omaha 2 3 1 6 Nebraska
Newark 756 49 30 1 836 New Jersey
Albany 77 3 41 121 New York
Buffalo 49 5 20 74 New York
New York 2159 391 406 3 5 2964 New York
Syracuse 6 6 New York
Charlotte 27 18 45 North Carolina
Cincinnati 69 1 25 95 Ohio
Cleveland 70 5 50 2 3 130 Ohio
Oklahoma City 10 1 11 Oklahoma
Portland 133 104 33 1 271 Oregon
Philadelphia 291 31 78 1 1 402 Pennsylvania
Pittsburgh 80 33 113 Pennsylvania
San Juan 21 1 7 29 Puerto Rico
Knoxville 1 1 Tennessee
Memphis 9 1 10 Tennessee
Dallas 55 13 33 101 Texas
El Paso 26 33 21 80 Texas
Houston 176 62 64 302 Texas
San Antonio 41 9 17 67 Texas
Salt Lake City 39 164 17 220 Utah
Norfolk 12 31 12 55 Virginia
Richmond 30 26 56 Virginia
Seattle 115 434 33 582 Washington
Washington 12 9 5 1 27 Washington, DC
Huntington 12 3 6 21 West Virgina
Milwaukee 110 1 111 Wisconsin



Germans Japanese Italian Romanians Bulgarians Hungarians  Total
6367 6057 2299 11 1 12 14746
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